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MEEKATHARRA SCHOOL OF THE AIR 

1113. Hon VINCENT CATANIA to the Minister for Education and Training: 
Can the minister confirm that the Meekatharra School of the Air will be moved to Geraldton? 

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH replied: 
What a great question.  I am very happy to respond to this question because, as members will know, questions 
about the status of the Meekatharra School of the Air and the government’s intentions for that facility have been 
asked of me over a number of weeks.  After considering feedback from parents, and on advice from the 
Department of Education and Training, I have decided to relocate the Meekatharra School of the Air to 
Geraldton.  On 16 November, one of my senior advisors and a departmental representative went to Meekatharra, 
which I indicated would happen when I last spoke on this matter in this place.  They went there to obtain 
feedback from parents, teachers and other stakeholders on the future of the school.  As a result of those 
consultations, I directed the department to locate suitable accommodation for the school in Geraldton as soon as 
is practicable.  This will certainly be in the best interests of the students, the staff and the school community.   

Meekatharra School of the Air provides lessons to 68 students in their homes, which are located in an area of 
600 000 square kilometres.  Staff members are very keen to ensure that we move into the new facility once a 
suitable site has been located.  I, as minister, am very keen that there be absolutely minimal disruption to lessons.  
Staff are providing lessons to students out of temporary accommodation at the Meekatharra site of the 
Department of Agriculture and Food.  Some classes are also being broadcast from the Schools of Isolated and 
Distance Education premises in Perth.  I must say that Geraldton is an excellent base from which the school can 
deliver quality education to students in regional areas.  It is also an exciting regional hub that will prove very 
attractive to teachers.  Teachers, parents and home tutors will also have access to related services such as speech 
therapists and psychologists.   

I want to put on record my thanks to the principal and staff because they deserve the highest praise for adapting 
so quickly to the temporary accommodation arrangements and for ensuring that students continue to receive a 
high quality education.  I hope that Hon Murray Criddle welcomes this decision. 

Hon Murray Criddle:  Anything that comes into my electorate is good. 

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH:  Very good.  I have had a very positive response to this decision from a range of 
people, and I am very happy to have made that decision. 
 


